
surfcoasttimes.com.au bellarinetimes.com.au

news Tuesday 21 September  201012

groundswell

BY ELEANOR WOODS

SURFING is embedded in Torquay artist Phil 
Hayes’ psyche – so it is only fitting that the 
playfully political pop-art fanatic should still call 
the Surf Coast home despite being a global roamer.

Hayes’ latest offering, an exhibition called 
Surfboards and other Icons, is currently on display 
at UFO Gallery, in Hong Kong.

“I am very happy with it and it has sold really 
well, so the punters must like it as well,” Hayes 
said.

It is the second time the Surf Coaster has 
exhibited at UFO Gallery, adding to a long list of 
accolades for the accomplished artist.

Hayes’ works reflect the cultural differences 
between Australia and Hong Kong.

Artworks on canvas, surfboards and mailboxes 
feature the infamous Mao and Bruce Lee 
juxtaposed with Australian wildlife, road signs and 
surfers – all screaming Hayes’ style.

He describes his work as “Warhol meets Mao at 
a Banksy exhibition – pop/street art”.

Surfboards and Other Icons follows on from 
last year’s Australese exhibition at UFO Gallery, 
which also fused elements of cultures and reflected 
the artist’s apt perceptions.

“I get inspired by many things,” he said.
It has been a lifetime in the making for the man 

who “cannot remember a time when I wasn’t an 
artist”.

Prolific Hayes’ work has graced the walls of 
some of the world’s prestigious galleries and has 
featured in more than 150 group shows; his latest 
solo effort will make 10 in his name alone.

His work is held in public and private collections 
all over the world – from Japan to the United 
States… even in Lithuania.

An ex-teacher and fine art lecturer, Hayes 
worked as the head designer at RipCurl and 

Quiksilver, making the move to live in Hong Kong 
and to take the role of Quiksilver’s head of global 
research and development.

“I have been coming to Hong Kong for around 
15 years,” he said.

“I grew up on the south coast in Portland but I 
lived in Torquay for around 16 years and I have 
some very good friends there and my daughter is 
there so it will always feel like home.”

Artist surfs the world

Torquay artist Phil Hayes, pictured at his exhibition, 
currently on display in Hong Kong’s UFO Gallery. 

COMMUNITY groups across Victoria are 
being invited to apply for a share of $350,000 in 
funding to preserve and share their stories.

Minister for the Arts, Peter Batchelor, said 
applications were now open for community 
groups to apply for grants of up to $12,000 for 
individual projects as part of the latest round of 
the State Government’s Local History Grants 
Programme.

“Communities right across Victoria have 
a range of stories to tell,” Batchelor said.

“The Local History Grants Programme aims 
to support projects that can help communities 
connect with their heritage – whether it is 
compiling a book, creating a website, purchasing 
preservation equipment, staging an exhibition or 
passing on the skills needed to share stories with 
future generations.”

Batchelor said the programme, which is 
open to Victorian not-for-profit community 
groups, celebrates local stories and supports 
the important work done by community groups 
across the state.

“Across Victoria, networks of dedicated 
volunteers and community organisations are 
taking on the responsibility of telling their local 
stories, ensuring they are preserved for future 
generations,” Batchelor said.

“These stories – and the documents, objects 
and photographs that support them – reflect our 
rich and diverse society and build understanding 
of where we have come from and where we 
are going and through these grants we want to 
support that work.”

The programme is open to all not-for-profit 
community groups, with applications closing on 
Friday, November 19.

For more information, phone 9348 5688 
or visit http://www.prov.vic.gov.au/lhgp/
welcome.asp
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